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English commander was, so to speak, compelled to make
good his word.
Biggs attributes the fear of the islanders to the
ugreat wrongs they had done to old Master William
Hawkins of Plymouth," some four or five years pre-
viously, when they slew many of Master Hawkins' men.
The statement is vague. Very few men in the islands
could have remembered the voyage of old William
Hawkins in 1530, fifty-five years before. If Biggs was
referring to young Master William Hawkins, brother
of Sir John, it is difficult to see why he was brought into
the case, since Drake himself suffered in that terrible
day at San Juan de Ulua. Biggs, one fears, was vapour-
ing. The many Portuguese, however, would all remem-
ber Nuno de Silva's kidnapping in 1579, and it must be
borne in mind that de Silva had an unequaled opportu-
nity to appraise the Iron discipline and fanatical hatred
of Spaniards aboard Drake's ships. They may well
have felt, these islanders, that nothing they could do
would diminish the misfortune which was impending,
and so they kept away up in the hills. Only when a
company of soldiers marched inland to the village of
San Domingo and, finding it abandoned, marched back
again, did any of the garrison appear. These, horse-
men and footmen, stood afar off, "at gaze," as Biggs
puts it, but on inaccessible points. And having burned
the towns and filled his casks, the Admiral sailed west-
ward for the Indies. Great scorn was felt by all for the
craven spirit of the islanders, and some seamen, we are
told, wrote their sentiments upon the wall of the hospi-
tal, which was preserved from destruction for that pur-
pose. It Is true that an English boy, as we have seen,
was horribly murdered, and the burning of the town was
a characteristic revenge.
It is possible that In burning Porto Praya and Santi-
ago Drake did tEe islands an unwitting service.   The